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THIS MONTH’S SPONSOR 

Southbelt Church of Christ
The Southbelt Church of Christ is located 

in Pasadena, TX.  

Southbelt is a warm and friendly 
congregation who is excited about 
building the family of God and sharing 
the hope of the Gospel both in our 
community and around the world. 

Southbelt Church of Christ meets for 
worship Sunday mornings at 10 and for 
Bible study at 6 in the evening. Third 
Sundays of the month is our monthly 
fellowship meal after worship service. We 
do not meet for Bible study on third 
Sundays. 

For more information, please visit us 
online at southbeltchurchofchrist.com or 
follow us on Facebook. 

Contact Southbelt by email
southbeltchurchofchrist@yahoo.com
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SimplyRevised Monthly accepts articles 
for consideration of publication and use. 
Most articles and topics are assigned in 
advanced with consideration of theme.  

Articles received will be considered for 
future publications depending on topic, 
theme, and availability of space.   

SimplyRevised Monthly seeks to 
encourage, equip, grow, and strengthen 
your faith in the Lord. Promoting Biblical 
u n i t y, S i m p l y R e v i s e d M o n t h l y 
appreciates and acknowledges the 
traditions typically held by the Churches 
of Christ. Published articles and 
advertising represent these views. 
However, SimplyRevised Monthly may 
not necessarily agree with every thought 
expressed by contributors.
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ON THANKSGIVING
By: JOHN CARROLL

This month, many of us will be blessed to 
come together in our comfortable homes with 
family we love so dear to eat a hearty meal in 
their good company. In my family, the TV will 
be turned up loud to the football game, and 
we men will sit quietly until we are called in 
for the lunch. This is a problem for me 
because I know that I in the past have been 
caught up in all of the food and festivities in 
such a way that I have forgotten to properly 
give my thanks. Perhaps I should only speak 
for myself, but I do not believe that I am alone 
in this regard. We humans neither enjoy the 
act of giving thanks nor are we very good at it 
without sufficient practice, but taking a 
moment out of t ime to express our 
appreciation is healthy for us. Without giving 
proper thanks, we are in danger of becoming 
arrogant and self-centered, too quickly do we 
begin to believe that we have achieved 

God’s Plan
FOR OUR SALVATION

His Divine Love: John 3:16

His abundant grace: Ephesians 2:8

Christ’s blood shed for us: Romans 5:9

The Gospel of Christ: Romans 1:16

Faith: Acts 16:31

Repentance: Luke 13:3

Confession: Romans 10:10

Baptism: Acts 22:16

Endurance: Revelation 2:10

Editor’s Note
Fall is my favorite season of the year 
and we are so excited to launch our 
new e-magazine during the month of 
November! While we have been 
online for many years, we hope this 
publication will be a blessing to our 
readers in a new way for years to 
come. Thank you for reading!

Visit Us Online!
simplyrevised.org
Find more articles

 and resources

Editor

Brenda Ellis
SimplyRevised 
PO Box 1423 
Deer Park, TX  77536 
email: simplyrevised@icloud.com

http://simplyrevised.org
https://biblia.com/books/esv/Jn3.16
https://biblia.com/books/esv/Eph2.8
https://biblia.com/books/esv/Ro5.9
https://biblia.com/books/esv/Ro1.16
https://biblia.com/books/esv/Ac16.31
https://biblia.com/books/esv/Lk13.3
https://biblia.com/books/esv/Ro10.10
https://biblia.com/books/esv/Ac22.16
https://biblia.com/books/esv/Re2.10
http://simplyrevised.org
https://biblia.com/books/esv/Jn3.16
https://biblia.com/books/esv/Eph2.8
https://biblia.com/books/esv/Ro5.9
https://biblia.com/books/esv/Ro1.16
https://biblia.com/books/esv/Ac16.31
https://biblia.com/books/esv/Lk13.3
https://biblia.com/books/esv/Ro10.10
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ON THANKSGIVING cont.  

of the field, how they grow; they toil not, 
neither do they spin: And yet I say unto 
you, That even Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of these. 
Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of 
the field, which to day is, and tomorrow is 
cast into the oven, shall he not much more 
clothe you, O ye of little faith? Therefore 
take no thought, saying, What shall we 
eat? or, What shall we drink? or, 
Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For 
after all these things do the Gentiles 
seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth 
that ye have need of all these things. But 
seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you. Take therefore no 
thought for the morrow: for the morrow 
shall take thought for the things of itself. 
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”	

Namely, the sacrifice of his only son. All of 
us have sinned, but our good Lord has 
provided a way that through the blood of 
his only Son that we might be reconciled 
with him as his children. We learn this in 
one of the most widely quoted passages 
of scripture in our Bibles, John 3:16-17. It 
says, "For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. For God

ON THANKSGIVING cont.  

everything on our own. Thankfulness 
can help to keep our hearts in the right 
relationship with our Lord and with 
those around us.  

I started this discussion by mentioning 
the good food and the warm homes we 
come together in. These physical 
blessings are typically the first thing on 
our mind this time of year and that is not 
a bad thing, for, we are greatly blessed 
in this manner. It is the Lord our God we 
have to thank for all manner of physical 
blessings. Food and water, clothes and 
shelter, family and friends all come from 
him and through him. Jesus assures us 
this in Matthew 6:25-34. “Therefore I say 
unto you, Take no thought for your life, 
what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; 
nor yet for your body, what ye shall put 
on. Is not the life more than meat, and 
the body than raiment? Behold the 
fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither 
do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet 
your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are 
ye not much better than they? Which of 
you by taking thought can add one 
cubit unto his stature? And why take ye 
thought for raiment? Consider the lilies

These physical blessings only make 
up a piece of the picture though, for 
there are even greater things he has 
done for us.  
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Download your FREE 
copy of the Psalm 34 

Devotional Guide. This 
short devotional 

consists of 5 daily 
lessons from Psalm 34.

Free Download Here

ON THANKSGIVING cont.  

sent not his Son into the world to 
condemn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved.” 

The blessings that we have received are 
great, but it should also be remembered, 
even this time of year, that we are called 
upon to give back as we have received. 
There are too many in this world who feel 
as if they do not know the blessings that 
come from above, they do not yet 
understand that God has never promised 
that all things would come easy. It is our 
responsibility to reach out and show them 
the love that has already been shown by 
the Lord while also displaying that same 
love ourselves to them in accordance with 
Ephesians 5:1-2. It says "Be ye therefore 
followers of God, as dear children; And 
walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, 
and hath given himself for us an offering 
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet 
smelling savour." In this way, we might be 
a blessing to them both physically and 
spiritually through charity, but more 
importantly, through our Lord. 

Thanksgiving is such a wonderful time of 
year to enjoy with those who we love, but 
keeping the season in a bibl ical 
perspective is so important for us as 
Christians. May we always remember to 
give the Lord the thanks which he so 
deserves, and may he continue to bless 
you richly.  

ARE WE THANKFUL?
By: STEVE ELLIS

As Christians, we have so much to be 
thankful for. Do we express gratitude and 
are we thankful enough?

It's easy to get caught up in the routine 
and the normal. We can just walk  along 
and not really notice  our attitude or how 
we may appear to others, when we as 
Christians have so much to be thankful 
for. 

notes: 
Scripture taken from the King James Version. 

ON THANKSGIVING cont.  
John Carroll: John Carroll is a faithful member of the 
Howell Church of Christ in Lincoln County, Tennessee. 
He is currently completing his nursing prerequisites at 
Motlow State Community College but plans to transfer 
to Freed-Hardeman University to begin Nursing 
School in the fall of 2020. 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/1106d4_2b275e935c254ccb82d7e95912773276.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/1106d4_2b275e935c254ccb82d7e95912773276.pdf
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ARE WE THANKFUL? cont. 

Consider, among other things, what the 
apostle Paul wrote in Ephesians 1:3-8 
"Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ, just as He 
chose us in Him before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before Him in love, having 
predestined us to adoption as sons by 
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the 
good pleasure of His will, to the praise of 
the glory of His grace, by which He made 
us accepted in the Beloved. In Him we 
have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of His grace which He made to 
abound toward us in all wisdom and 
prudence," 

Abundant Blessings
Notice in these few verses just how much 
we have been blessed with in the Lord!  

• He chose us in Him to be holy and 
without blame 

• We have received adoption as His sons 
and daughters  by Jesus Christ to 
Himself 

• We are made accepted in the Beloved - 
that is, God’s tremendous grace has 
been granted to us through His Son 
Jesus and  we are accepted through 
Christ 

• We are purchased from our dead works of 
sin - we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of sins 

In considering these few verses, we have 
much to be thankful for.  

Difficult Times
It is true  even for Christians:  difficult times 
and hardships will come. To be thankful in 
these times can be a challenge. When we are 
faced with the loss of a loved one, the 
loneliness we experience at times, the loss of 
a job or even sickness, yes these times are 
challenging and difficult.  I certainly don't 
mean to express that they are not nor do I 
want us to think we should  "put on a mask" 
and pretend everything is all right.  

However, even in these times, it has not 
changed what the Lord has done for us. For 
this we can be thankful even in hardships.  

What I am Thankful For
Here in America, it is a time when we stop 
and remember Thanksgiving.   Thanksgiving 
is one of my favorite holidays. It's a 
time,  generally, when families will come 
together to enjoy a meal and to enjoy just 
being together. It is also a time when many 
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ARE WE THANKFUL? cont. 

will slow down for a moment and reflect on 
reasons they have to be thankful. I wanted to 
share just a few reasons I am thankful with 
you and hopefully it will encourage you to 
consider what you are thankful for. 

Love of God demonstrated through His 
Son  
I am so thankful for the Lord's rich and full 
grace, mercy, forgiveness and love. I am 
also thankful for the salvation that comes 
through Him. John 3:16 "For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life.”  

A loving family and a godly wife  
I cannot say enough about the blessings 
of my family and wife. Without them I 
would not be who I am nor would I be 
able to preach and do what the Lord has 
set on my heart to do. Proverbs 31:10-11 
"Who can find a virtuous wife? For her 
worth is far above rubies. The heart of her 
husband safely trusts her; So he will have 
no lack of gain.”  

Church family 
I am blessed to serve and be a part of 
Southbelt - I am hard-pressed to think of a 
greater fulfillment than preaching God's 
Word. In addition to preaching and 
ministry, I am blessed to serve at a local 
congregation who loves our family and 
loves the Lord. Hebrews 10:24-25 "And let 
us consider one another in order to stir up
love and good works, not forsaking the  

assembling of ourselves together, as is 
the manner of some, but exhorting one 
another, and so much the more as you 
see the Day approaching.”  

My employment  
I am thankful for my employer, whom I 
have worked for for the past 19 years. 
Through this blessing and the Lord's hand 
we have been able to have our needs 
provided for. Proverbs 12:11 "He who tills 
his land will be satisfied with bread, But 
he who follows frivolity is devoid of 
understanding.”  

Our home  
We have been remodeling this old house 
over the past summer and this is still 
ongoing. Our house is comfortable, it is a 
home that my wife works very hard on. I 
am thankful we  have this for our 
family.    Philippians 4:19 "And my God 
shall supply all your need according to 
His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 

Health
Health is at times taken for granted. This 
past summer I was reminded of just how 
delicate our lives are. I remain thankful for 
the ability to preach and provide as I can 
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Steve Ellis: Steve is the preaching minister for the 
Southbelt Church of Christ. He and his wife Brenda 
have been married for the past 26 years and have 
three beautiful daughters.  

ARE WE THANKFUL? cont. 

for our family. Psalm 28:7 "The Lord is my 
strength and my shield; My heart trusted 
in Him, and I am helped; Therefore my 
heart greatly rejoices, And with my song I 
will praise Him.” 

One more thing
According to a today.com  article,  Be 
thankful: Science says gratitude is good 
for your heal th ,  "More and more 
researchers are finding that gratitude 
doesn’t just make you feel like a better 
person, it’s actually good for your 
health.”[1] 

Yes, being thankful, according to this 
article, can make you feel better and be 
good for your health. I pray we will 
remember the many reasons we have to 
be thankful. It's more than a day.  As 
Christians we have much to be thankful 
for in all circumstances and times.  

notes: 
Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. 
Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

[1] Dunn, Lauren, “Be thankful: Science says 
gratitude is good for your health”, Today, Nov. 26, 
2015, 9:15 AM CST, Updated May 12, 2017, 10:10 
AM CDT, www.today.com/health/be-thankful-science-
says-gratitude-good-your-health-t58256, Accessed: 
November 2, 2019 

AM I?
By: BILL ADCOX 

A dog approached a police car and 
just sat there.  Jeff Wall, a police 
officer, shared this story in Reader’s 
Digest a few years back.  It was 
common for Officer Wall to find a 
driveway in residential areas and park 
his cruiser to catch speeders.  It 
happened to be a Sunday and the 
driveway he selected was just a 
random choice.  It was then a large 
dog walked up near his patrol car, just 
out of reach of the officer and sat 
down.  Officer Wall attempted to lure 
the dog in for a pat on the head; the 
dog refused to budge.  After a while 
the officer decided to move to a new 
location. As he pulled out of the 
driveway, Jeff said he looked back to 
see the dog arising and moving over 
to pick up his master’s newspaper.  
The wheel of the police cruiser had 
rolled to a stop on top of the Sunday 
Newspaper!  

Could I have been that contented, 
patiently waiting? This owner’s best 

https://www.today.com/health/be-thankful-science-says-gratitude-good-your-health-t58256
https://www.today.com/health/be-thankful-science-says-gratitude-good-your-health-t58256
https://www.today.com/health/be-thankful-science-says-gratitude-good-your-health-t58256
https://www.today.com/health/be-thankful-science-says-gratitude-good-your-health-t58256
https://www.today.com/health/be-thankful-science-says-gratitude-good-your-health-t58256
https://www.today.com/health/be-thankful-science-says-gratitude-good-your-health-t58256
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AM I? cont. 

friend stayed so much on task that he 
even refused a pat on the head. 

The Apostle Paul by inspiration taught 
T i m o t h y t h a t “ G o d l i n e s s w i t h 
contentment is great gain” (1 Tim 
6:6-8)!  It is Jesus who taught us to 
stay on task, “But seek first his 
k i n g d o m a n d h i s 
righteousness...” (Matthew 6:33). The 
promise by Jesus to the non-worrying, 
contented disciple is amazingly “all 
these things” (food and clothing) will 
be ours. “All these things,” Jesus said, 
are what others without a Father like 
ours spend a lot of their lives worrying 
about! 

Contentment in the bible is linked 
directly to thanksgiving (Philippians 
4:11-13; 1 Timothy 6:6-8).  Listen to 
the Apostle Paul in Philippians 4:6: “Be 
anxious for nothing, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God.”  Contentment 
and thanksgiving exist together for the 
child of God, never apart.  Satan 
seems to work overtime trying to rob 
us of both. If he can get us focused on 
the newspaper under the tire, the old 
Devil is hopeful that we’ll forget the 
loving, providing Master who waits 
above. Our Heavenly Fathers longs for 
us to known his fullness and joy, rather 
than letting our lives degrade into 
bitterness, wants and selfish longings.  

The Thanksgiving decorations have 
appeared in the Adcox household again 
this year!  My Sandy loves to decorate 
our house for the various seasons and 
holidays.  Our 3 year old grandson 
walked out of Nanny and Paw Paw’s 
house on Sunday even ing w i th 
decorations from one season and into 
our house on Monday morning to find it 
filled with turkeys and pumpkins. As he 
ran from decoration to decoration all he 
seemed to be able to say was “wow”. 
You know the delight this gave his 
grandmother!  Can you imagine the 
delight our Heavenly Father experiences 
when he sees us living faithful, fruitful 
lives?  When we by faith determine to 
get on task (seeking the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness first) and staying 
on task.  What follows naturally in the 
s p i r i t u a l k i n g d o m a re l i v e s o f 
contentment and thankfulness and a 
Heavenly Father who exclaims with joy, 
“Wow!” 

Bill Adcox: Bill and wife Sandy worship with the 
50th. Street Church of Christ in Oklahoma City, 
OK. where Bill serves as Elder and Evangelist. 

The 
simplyRevised 
Podcast 

Listen to the 
simplyRevised 
Podcast online. 

LISTEN HERE

https://www.simplyrevised.org/blog/tag/The%20simplyRevised%20Podcast
https://www.simplyrevised.org/blog/tag/The%20simplyRevised%20Podcast
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GROWTH THAT 
MATTERS
By: BRENDA ELLIS 

As parents who educate our children at 
home, we are constantly assessing if 
our children are where they should be 
academically. It’s part of the job of 
being solely responsible for their 
education. As their main teacher, I 
need to stop often and ask myself if 
they are meeting the goals we have 
laid out for them. Are they making 
adequate progress in reading? Are 
they understanding foundational math 
concepts—truly understanding them—
so they can perform harder math 
problems later on? Are they growing in 
their learning and understanding of 
s c i e n c e c o n c e p t s ? A r e t h e y 
memorizing geographical features (or 
will they grow up to embarrass me like 
those poor souls who get stopped by 
man-on-the-street interviewers)? 

It isn’t just homeschool parents who 
have this burden, though. As a 
younger mom, I remember going over 
“developmental checklists” to make 
sure our oldest was crawling when

she should, talking when she should, 
turning her head towards sounds, etc. 
Poor first children, subjected to so 
many hours of scrutiny! Even older 
children and teens are they checked up 
on by concerned parents at parent-
teacher conferences or by e-mails and 
other communicat ion wi th the i r 
children’s teachers.  

Of course being aware of where our 
children are is important in order to 
catch any problems that may need to 
be addressed. Checklists and school 
assessments and observation are part 
of the job and have their place. 

I hope as Christian parents you also 
spend some time in thought about 
where your children are spiritually. It is, 
of course, one of our goals to have our 
children grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18).  

I haven’t even mentioned life skills! Oh 
those things we all begin to realize as 
our children get older that they will one 
day have to do themselves. Can they 
cook? Deposit a check? Change a flat 
tire? Pump gas? Shut off the water to a 
toilet? Do laundry? Call and make 
appointments for themselves? Just two 
weeks ago I was confronted by a very 
simple thing that my 20 year old did not 
know. How had I missed teaching her 
that item? It can be overwhelming when 
we think about all the stuff we have to 
cram into the 18-20 or so years that we 
have them! 
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Growth That Matters Cont.  

But parents, I can assure you of one 
thing: there are some things that 
matter more. We want our children to 
be able to read so they can read the 
Bible. We want our children to learn to 
cook so they can bless their family 
and live. We want our children to be 
able to organize their lives so they 
have the blessing of less stress.  

The one thing we really, really want for 
our children, however, is to live their 
lives in faithful obedience to the Lord. 
It isn’t enough that we have taken 
them to church since birth. It isn’t 
enough to buy them a Bible. It isn’t 
even enough that they have been 
baptized. 

The Bible speaks often of moving 
forward: 

And the boy Samuel continued to 
grow in stature and in favor with the 
Lord and with people. (1 Sam. 2:26) 

Therefore, leaving the discussion of 
the elementary principles of Christ, let 
us go on to perfection… (Heb. 6:1) 

For though by this time you ought to 
be teachers, you need someone to 
teach you again the first principles of 
the oracles of God; and you have 
come to need milk and not solid food. 
For everyone who partakes only of 
milk is unskilled in the word of 
righteousness, for he is a babe.  But 
solid food belongs to those who are of 

BRENDA ELLIS: Brenda has been married to 
Steve for the last 26 years and has been 
homeschooling their three daughters for the last 
13 years. She tries to take care of her family, 
cooks because it is necessary, and runs an online 
store in her spare time.  

full age, that is, those who by reason of 
use have their senses exercised to 
discern both good and evil. (Heb. 
5:12-13) 

There are many more verses that 
speak of an expectation of growth, of 
maturity. It is this that we need to be 
sure is happening in our children’s 
lives, as well as in our own!  

As we pray for our children, and think 
about important things like homework, 
reading skills, college-readiness, and 
learning to drive, let us not forget the 
most important type of growth that 
needs to constantly and consistently 
be happening in their lives. 
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4038 Burke Rd. 
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southbeltchurchofchrist@yahoo.com

Monthly sponsorship of 
SimplyRevised  
$40.00/ month 

Calling Card 
$10.00/ month 

If you would be interested in 
sponsoring SimplyRevised, please 

contact Steve. 
email

steve@simplyrevised.org 

Visit…  
…these sponsors of SimplyRevised

Southbelt Church of Christ

southbeltchurchofchrist.com

SimplyRevised would like to thank these faithful congregations of the Church of Christ for their support. 

SPONSORSHIP
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Thank You!
We at simplyRevised would like to say thank you! Your 
support and encouragement mean so much to us. 
Because of you we are able to share what we do and 
make it available for free to others and we hope to 
continue to do so. Visit us online for more articles, 
podcasts, and encouragement as together we seek to 
grow in the Lord. 

If you would like to contact us, there are several ways 
you can do so. Contact us from simplyRevised by 
visiting the contact us page. Email me directly at 
steve@simplyrevised.org. Or if you prefer you can leave 
us a voice mail at (281) 947-2196. 

- Steve Ellis 

simplyRevised 
PO Box 1423 

Deer Park, TX  77536

https://www.simplyrevised.org/contact
mailto:steve@simplyrevised.org
https://www.simplyrevised.org/contact
mailto:steve@simplyrevised.org

